






 

 

Harlem Commonwealth Council Page 4 

 MAJOR FUNDING FOR HARLEM COMMONWEALTH COUNCIL IS PROVIDED BY: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 P assersby of the Harlem Commonwealth Council Building noticed its 
occupants had certain sameness in their attire-- denim jackets, blue jeans, blue jean skirts and 
denim patches affixed to the lapels of their jackets. What was this “field of blue” phenomenon? A 
curious fashion statement dictated by contemporary stylistas? Well, yes and no. Friday, October 3, 
marked the 13th year of the Lee National Denim Day, a grassroots single-day fundraising program 
in support of Breast Cancer Awareness and Research. Harlem Commonwealth Council employ-
ees, students in its education programs, friends and tenants wholeheartedly embraced Denim Day 
2008 and joined in solidarity with hundreds of thousands of American citizens nationwide in the 
symbolic gesture of putting on their favorite jeans and donating $5 to help raise crucial funds for 
the fight against breast cancer.  

 Through its participants, HCC raised $355 which was donated to the Women’s 
Cancer Programs of the Entertainment Industry Foundation. The WCPEIF net proceeds will fund 
research focused on developing less toxic, more effective treatments for breast cancer, developing 
a blood test for earlier detection of breast cancer and supporting breast cancer awareness nation-
wide. 

 HCC sincerely thanks its staff, students, associates and friends for the inspira-
tional example they set in participating in this event and the generosity of spirit they demonstrated 
in donating to this worthwhile cause. Together, we can make a difference. 

The Tait Family  

 

Arlene and Robert C. Fauser 

 I n an effort to help New Yorkers in need, Harlem Commonwealth 
Council (HCC) partnered with the Food Bank For New York to 
help families at risk of hunger. HCC’s food drive and clothing 
auction raised 134 pounds of food and $235 in cash contributions 

during the 2008 Thanksgiving holiday period. HCC’s contribution will benefit the Food 
Bank’s network of over 1,000 community feeding programs in New York City, includ-
ing soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, low-income day care centers and senior, youth 
and rehabilitative centers. 

 Every day the Food Bank distributes enough food to serve 300,000 meals daily 
to New Yorkers. The donations delivered by HCC will strengthen the Food Bank pro-
grams that comprise a food safety net for hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers who 
might otherwise go without. Indeed, HCC’s contribution helped serve over 250 meals. 

HCC extends thanks to each and every person who generously gave from their 
hearts and pockets to help fellow New Yorkers. HCC especially recognizes and thanks 
Joan Blake who, in the spirit of giving, donated the clothing to the auction that raised 
$235. By making such personal sacrifices, the Harlem community responded to the in-
spirational message and mantra of President-elect Barack Obama by proving “Yes, we 
can” make meaningful inroads to effect change in the challenges faced by our commu-
nity. 
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For More Information about any of the articles found in this  
newsletter please visit our website: www.harlemcommonwealth.org  

or you may contact us at 212-749-0900. 

 H arlem seniors will once again be honored during an afternoon of fes-
tivities at Harlem Commonwealth Council’s Third Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Celebration.  On Monday, January 19, 2009, over 100 senior residents of the Harlem com-
munity will attend this invitation-only event in the newly-renovated HCC auditorium. 
 The entertainment for this fun, educational and thought-provoking event will in-
clude a dynamic performance by the Uptown Dance Academy and presentations of jazz, 

poetry and African dance.   If you are a Harlem senior and interested in acquiring an invitation, please contact Elisa Moore at (212) 749-0900, extension 111.   
 
DID YOU KNOW….. 
If Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was alive today he would be celebrating his 80th birthday on January 15, 2009. 
 

HCC Rallies to Put On Their Jeans and Help Lee National Denim Day 

Richard Polanco with ESL Beginners class pose with their Denim Day Appre-
ciation Certificates 

HCC Partners with the Food Bank For New York City 

Shannon McCardle, our  ESL teacher ,  was  auctioneer for the HCC Food Drive 
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